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ABSTRACT

Systems and method relating generally to data processing,
and more particularly to systems and methods for fragment-
ing a data set and recovering the fragmented data set. As one
example, a data processing system is discussed that includes:
a fragmenting circuit operable to separate a data set into at
least a first fragment and a second fragment; and a transfer
packet formation circuit operable to: append identification
information to the front of the first fragment, and at least a first
M+N bits of the second fragment to the end of the first
fragment to yield a first transfer fragment, and aggregate the
first transfer fragment with other transfer fragments to yield
an aggregate output.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
FRAGMENTED DATA RECOVERY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to (is a non-provi-
sional of) U.S. Pat. App. No. 61/878,678 entitled “Systems
and Methods for Recovered Data Stitching”, and filed Sep.
17,2013 by Yang et al., and from U.S. Pat. App. No. 61/885,
314 entitled “Systems and Methods for Fragmented Data
Recovery”, and filed Oct. 1, 2013 by Xia et al. The entirety of
the aforementioned provisional patent applications is incor-
porated herein by reference for all purposes.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Systems and method relating generally to data processing,
and more particularly to systems and methods for fragment-
ing a data set and recovering the fragmented data set.

BACKGROUND

Data transfer devices often packetize data prior to sending
the data across a transfer medium. This transfer medium may
be, for example, a data transmission medium or a storage
medium. Once the packetized data is received, it is reas-
sembled to yield the original data. In some cases, errors are
introduced through the reassembly process.

Hence, for at least the aforementioned reasons, there exists
a need in the art for advanced systems and methods for data
processing.

SUMMARY

Systems and method relating generally to data processing,
and more particularly to systems and methods for fragment-
ing a data set and recovering the fragmented data set.

Some embodiments of the present invention provide data
processing systems that include: a fragmenting circuit, a
transfer packer formation circuit, and a data transfer circuit.
The fragmenting circuit is operable to separate a data set into
at least a first fragment and a second fragment. The transfer
packet formation circuit operable to: append identification
information to the front of the first fragment, and at least the
first M+N bits of the second fragment to the end of the first
fragment to yield a first transfer fragment; and aggregate the
first transfer fragment with other transfer fragments to yield
an aggregate output. The data transfer circuit operable to
transfer the aggregate output via a transfer medium.

This summary provides only a general outline of some
embodiments of the invention. The phrases “in one embodi-
ment,” “according to one embodiment,” “in various embodi-
ments”, “in one or more embodiments”, “in particular
embodiments” and the like generally mean the particular
feature, structure, or characteristic following the phrase is
included in at least one embodiment of the present invention,
and may be included in more than one embodiment of the
present invention. Importantly, such phases do not necessar-
ily refer to the same embodiment. Many other embodiments
of the invention will become more fully apparent from the
following detailed description, the appended claims and the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

A further understanding of the various embodiments of the
present invention may be realized by reference to the figures
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which are described in remaining portions of the specifica-
tion. In the figures, like reference numerals are used through-
out several figures to refer to similar components. In some
instances, a sub-label consisting of a lower case letter is
associated with a reference numeral to denote one of multiple
similar components. When reference is made to a reference
numeral without specification to an existing sub-label, it is
intended to refer to all such multiple similar components.

FIG. 1 shows a storage device including a read channel
circuit having enhanced fragment stitching circuitry in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows a data transmission device including a
receiver having enhanced fragment stitching circuitry in
accordance with one or more embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 shows a solid state memory circuit including a data
processing circuit having enhanced fragment stitching cir-
cuitry in accordance with some embodiments of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 shows a data transfer circuit including a fragment
reassembly and stitching circuit in accordance with various
embodiments of the present invention;

FIGS. 5a-5¢ graphically depict data processing in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 6 shows a detailed block diagram of a data reassembly
and stitching circuit in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram showing a method in accordance
with some embodiments of the present invention for frag-
menting a data set in preparation for transfer via a transfer
medium; and

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram showing a method in accordance
with some embodiments of the present invention for re-as-
sembling a previously fragmented data set for backend pro-
cessing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME
EMBODIMENTS

Systems and method relating generally to data processing,
and more particularly to systems and methods for fragment-
ing a data set and recovering the fragmented data set.

Some embodiments of the present invention provide hard
disk drives that include: a disk platter, a data write circuit, a
head assembly, and a data reading circuit. The data write
circuit includes a fragmenting circuit, a transfer packet for-
mation circuit, and a data transfer circuit. The fragmenting
circuit is operable to separate a data set into at least a first
fragment and a second fragment. The transfer packet forma-
tion circuit is operable to: append identification information
to the front of the first fragment, and at least the first M+N bits
of'the second fragment to the end of the first fragment to yield
a first transfer fragment; aggregate the first transfer fragment
with other transfer fragments to yield an aggregate output.
The data transfer circuit is operable to store the aggregate
output to the disk platter as a stored information. The head
assembly is disposed in relation to the disk platter and oper-
able to sense the stored information on the disk platter, and to
provide a signal corresponding to the sensed information. A
data reading circuit includes: an analog to digital converter
circuit operable to convert the sensed information to a series
of digital samples; an equalizer circuit operable to equalize
the digital samples to yield an equalized output, wherein the
equalized output includes a first fragment of data and a second
fragment of data; a stitching circuit, and a data recovery
circuit. The stitching circuit is operable to: receive the stored
information including at least a first fragment and a second
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fragment, where the first M-bits of the second fragment are
received both as the first M-bits after the end of the first
fragment and as the first M-bits of the second fragment;
generating a modified second fragment based on the second
fragment from the data set, wherein the first M-bits of the
second fragment are derived from the first M-bits after the end
of'the first fragment; and aggregate the modified second frag-
ment with other modified fragments to yield a codeword. The
data recovery circuit is operable to process the codeword to
yield an original data set. In some instances of the aforemen-
tioned embodiments, the data recovery circuit includes: a data
detector circuit operable to apply a data detection algorithm
to the codeword to yield a detected output; and a data decoder
circuit operable to apply a data decoding algorithm to a
decoder input to yield a decoded output, wherein the decoder
input is derived from the detected output.

Other embodiments of the present invention provide data
processing systems that include: a fragmenting circuit, a
transfer packer formation circuit, and a data transfer circuit.
The fragmenting circuit is operable to separate a data set into
at least a first fragment and a second fragment. The transfer
packet formation circuit operable to: append identification
information to the front of the first fragment, and at least the
first M+N bits of the second fragment to the end of the first
fragment to yield a first transfer fragment; and aggregate the
first transfer fragment with other transfer fragments to yield
an aggregate output. The data transfer circuit operable to
transfer the aggregate output via a transfer medium.

In some instances of the aforementioned embodiments, at
least one of the value of M and the value of N is program-
mable. In various instances of the aforementioned embodi-
ments, the identification information includes a preamble
pattern and synchronization data. In one or more instances of
the aforementioned embodiments, the data processing system
is implemented as part of a storage device, and the medium is
a storage medium. In other instances of the aforementioned
embodiments, the data processing system is implemented as
part of a communication device, and the medium is a com-
munication medium. In particular cases, the communication
medium is a wireless communication medium. In yet other
instances of the aforementioned embodiments, the data pro-
cessing system is implemented as part of an integrated circuit.
Yet other instances of the aforementioned embodiments
include a data encoding circuit operable to apply a data
encoding algorithm to an input to yield the data set. In some
cases, the data encoding algorithm is a low density parity
check algorithm.

Yet other embodiments of the present invention provide
data processing systems that include: a stitching circuit, and a
data recovery circuit. The stitching circuit operable to:
receive a data set including at least a first fragment and a
second fragment, where the first M-bits of the second frag-
ment are received both as the first M-bits after the end of the
first fragment and as the first M-bits of the second fragment;
generate a modified second fragment based on the second
fragment from the data set, where the first M-bits of the
second fragment are derived from the first M-bits after the end
of'the first fragment; and aggregate the modified second frag-
ment with other modified fragments to yield a codeword. The
data recovery circuit is operable to process the codeword to
yield an original data set.

In some instances of the aforementioned embodiments, the
data set includes a postamble including the first M-bits of the
second fragment at the end of the first fragment, and the data
set includes identification information between the post-
amble and the second fragment. In some cases, the identifi-
cation information includes a preamble pattern and synchro-
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nization data. In various instances of the aforementioned
embodiments, the value of M is programmable. In one or
more instances of the aforementioned embodiments, the data
processing system may be implemented as, but is not limited
to, a storage device, or a communication device. In some
instances of the aforementioned embodiments, the data pro-
cessing system is implemented as part of an integrated circuit.
In various instances of the aforementioned embodiments, the
data recovery circuit includes: a data detector circuit operable
to apply a data detection algorithm to the codeword to yield a
detected output; and a data decoder circuit operable to apply
a data decoding algorithm to a decoder input to yield a
decoded output, where the decoder input is derived from the
detected output.

Turning to FIG. 1, a storage system 100 is shown that
includes a read channel 110 having enhanced fragment stitch-
ing circuitry in accordance with one or more embodiments of
the present invention. Storage system 100 may be, for
example, a hard disk drive. Storage system 100 also includes
a preamplifier 170, an interface controller 120, a hard disk
controller 166, a motor controller 168, a spindle motor 172, a
disk platter 178, and a read/write head 176. Interface control-
ler 120 controls addressing and timing of data to/from disk
platter 178, and interacts with a host controller (not shown).
The data on disk platter 178 consists of groups of magnetic
signals that may be detected by read/write head assembly 176
when the assembly is properly positioned over disk platter
178. In one embodiment, disk platter 178 includes magnetic
signals recorded in accordance with either a longitudinal or a
perpendicular recording scheme.

In a typical read operation, read/write head 176 is accu-
rately positioned by motor controller 168 over a desired data
track on disk platter 178. Motor controller 168 both positions
read/write head 176 in relation to disk platter 178 and drives
spindle motor 172 by moving read/write head assembly 176
to the proper data track on disk platter 178 under the direction
of hard disk controller 166. Spindle motor 172 spins disk
platter 178 at a determined spin rate (RPMs). Once read/write
head 176 is positioned adjacent the proper data track, mag-
netic signals representing data on disk platter 178 are sensed
by read/write head 176 as disk platter 178 is rotated by spindle
motor 172. The sensed magnetic signals are provided as a
continuous, minute analog signal representative of the mag-
netic data on disk platter 178. This minute analog signal is
transferred from read/write head 176 to read channel circuit
110 via preamplifier 170. Preamplifier 170 is operable to
amplify the minute analog signals accessed from disk platter
178. In turn, read channel circuit 110 decodes and digitizes
the received analog signal to recreate the information origi-
nally written to disk platter 178. This data is provided as read
data 103 to a receiving circuit. A write operation is substan-
tially the opposite of the preceding read operation with write
data 101 being provided to read channel circuit 110. This data
is then encoded and written to disk platter 178.

In operation, data written to disk platter 178 is split into
fragments or portions, and the fragments are augmented with
synchronization information to yield a modified fragment. In
addition, data from the beginning of the next fragment is
appended to the end of the modified fragment as part of a
postamble. Multiple modified fragments covering all of the
fragments into which the data was originally split are concat-
enated and transferred via to disk platter 178. The transferred
data is then read back from disk platter 178, disaggregated,
and the individual fragments re-assembled to yield a de-
fragmented data set. This defragmenting includes adding data
from the postamble to individual fragments in a stitching
operation that reduces the effects of discontinuity between
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fragments on the backend processing. The fragmenting and
de-fragmenting may be done using a circuit similar to that
discussed below in relation to FIG. 4 and/or FIG. 6, and/or the
processing may be performed similar to the methods
described below in relation to FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.

It should be noted that storage system 100 may be inte-
grated into a larger storage system such as, for example, a
RAID (redundant array of inexpensive disks or redundant
array of independent disks) based storage system. Such a
RAID storage system increases stability and reliability
through redundancy, combining multiple disks as a logical
unit. Data may be spread across a number of disks included in
the RAID storage system according to a variety of algorithms
and accessed by an operating system as if it were a single disk.
For example, data may be mirrored to multiple disks in the
RAID storage system, or may be sliced and distributed across
multiple disks in a number of techniques. If a small number of
disks in the RAID storage system fail or become unavailable,
error correction techniques may be used to recreate the miss-
ing data based on the remaining portions of the data from the
other disks in the RAID storage system. The disks in the
RAID storage system may be, but are not limited to, indi-
vidual storage systems such as storage system 100, and may
belocated in close proximity to each other or distributed more
widely for increased security. In a write operation, write data
is provided to a controller, which stores the write data across
the disks, for example by mirroring or by striping the write
data. In a read operation, the controller retrieves the data from
the disks. The controller then yields the resulting read data as
if the RAID storage system were a single disk.

A data decoder circuit used in relation to read channel
circuit 110 may be, but is not limited to, a low density parity
check (LDPC) decoder circuit as are known in the art. Such
low density parity check technology is applicable to trans-
mission of information over virtually any channel or storage
of information on virtually any media. Transmission applica-
tions include, but are not limited to, optical fiber, radio fre-
quency channels, wired or wireless local area networks, digi-
tal subscriber line technologies, wireless cellular, Ethernet
over any medium such as copper or optical fiber, cable chan-
nels such as cable television, and Earth-satellite communica-
tions. Storage applications include, but are not limited to,
hard disk drives, compact disks, digital video disks, magnetic
tapes and memory devices such as DRAM, NAND flash,
NOR flash, other non-volatile memories and solid state
drives.

In addition, it should be noted that storage system 100 may
be modified to include solid state memory that is used to store
data in addition to the storage offered by disk platter 178. This
solid state memory may be used in parallel to disk platter 178
to provide additional storage. In such a case, the solid state
memory receives and provides information directly to read
channel circuit 110. Alternatively, the solid state memory
may be used as a cache where it offers faster access time than
that offered by disk platted 178. In such a case, the solid state
memory may be disposed between interface controller 120
and read channel circuit 110 where it operates as a pass
through to disk platter 178 when requested data is not avail-
able in the solid state memory or when the solid state memory
does not have sufficient storage to hold a newly written data
set. Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordi-
nary skill in the art will recognize a variety of storage systems
including both disk platter 178 and a solid state memory.

Turning to FIG. 2, a data transmission system 200 includ-
ing a receiver 220 enhanced fragment stitching circuitry in
accordance with one or more embodiments of the present
invention. Transmitter 210 including enhanced data frag-
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menting circuitry that splits data into fragments or portions,
and the fragments are augmented with synchronization infor-
mation to yield a modified fragment. Transmitter 210 trans-
mits the modified fragments via a transfer medium 230 as is
known in the art. The encoded data is received from transfer
medium 230 by receiver 220.

During operation, data sent via transfer medium 230 is split
into fragments or portions by transmitter 210, and the frag-
ments are augmented with synchronization information to
yield a modified fragment. In addition, data from the begin-
ning of the next fragment is appended to the end of the
modified fragment as part of a postamble. Multiple modified
fragments covering all of the fragments into which the data
was originally split are concatenated and transferred via
transfer medium 230. The transferred data is received by
receiver 220 and disaggregated and the individual fragments
re-assembled to yield a de-fragmented data set. This defrag-
menting includes adding data from the postamble to indi-
vidual fragments in a stitching operation that reduces the
effects of discontinuity between fragments on the backend
processing. The fragmenting and de-fragmenting may be
done using a circuit similar to that discussed below in relation
to FIG. 4 and/or FIG. 6, and/or the processing may be per-
formed similar to the methods described below in relation to
FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.

Turning to FIG. 3, another storage system 300 is shown that
includes a data processing circuit 310 having enhanced slice
stitching circuitry in accordance with one or more embodi-
ments of the present invention. A host controller circuit 305
receives data to be stored (i.e., write data 301). This data is
segregated into fragments or portions by data processing cir-
cuit 310 prior to being transferred to a solid state memory
access controller circuit 340. The fragments are augmented
with synchronization information to yield a modified frag-
ment. In addition, data from the beginning of the next frag-
ment is appended to the end of the modified fragment as part
of'a postamble. Multiple modified fragments covering all of
the fragments into which the data was originally split are
concatenated and transferred to the solid state memory access
controller circuit 340. The transferred data may then be read
from the solid state memory access controller 340, disaggre-
gated, and the individual fragments re-assembled to yield a
de-fragmented data set. This defragmenting includes adding
data from the postamble to individual fragments in a stitching
operation that reduces the effects of discontinuity between
fragments on the backend processing. The fragmenting and
de-fragmenting may be done using a circuit similar to that
discussed below in relation to FIG. 4 and/or FIG. 6, and/or the
processing may be performed similar to the methods
described below in relation to FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.

Turning to FIG. 4, a data transfer circuit 400 is shown that
includes a fragment reassembly and stitching circuit 445 in
accordance with one or more embodiments of the present
invention. Data transfer circuit 400 includes a data encoding
circuit 430 that is operable to apply a data encoding algorithm
to user write data 405 to yield an encoded output 432. In some
embodiments of the present invention, data encoding circuit
430 applies a low density parity check encoding algorithm as
is known in the art. Based upon the disclosure provided
herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety
of encoding algorithms and/or combinations of encoding
algorithms that may be implemented in accordance with dif-
ferent embodiments of the present invention.

Turning to FIG. 5a, an encoded user data set 500 is shown
as an example of encoded output 432. Retuning to FIG. 4,
encoded output 432 is provided to a fragmenting circuit 440
that segregates encoded output 432 into a number of frag-
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ments or portions that are provided as a portion output 442 to
a transfer packet formation circuit 480. Transfer packet for-
mation circuit 480 includes stitching bit determination and
placement circuitry. Turning to FIG. 54, a fragmented data set
501 is shown that includes a data fragment A 510, a data
fragment B 520, data fragment C 530, data fragment D 540,
and data fragment E 550. Fragmented data set 501 is an
example of portion output 442 of FIG. 4.

Referring again to FI1G. 4, transfer packet formation circuit
480 operates to append a preamble and synchronization data
to the beginning of each data fragment in portion output 442,
and to append a postamble to the end of each data fragment in
portion 442. The preamble may be a periodic pattern useful
for frequency and phase adjustment of a sampling circuit as is
known in the art. In one particular embodiment of the present
invention, the periodic pattern is a “2T pattern” (i.e.,
110011001100 . . . *). The synchronization data may be a
defined sync code used to indicate the beginning of an asso-
ciated fragment. Turning to FIG. 5¢, a modified fragment set
502 including: fragment A 510 modified to be preceded by a
preamble 506 and synchronization data 507, and to be fol-
lowed by a postamble 512; fragment B 520 modified to be
preceded by a preamble 516 and synchronization data 517,
and to be followed by a postamble 522; and fragment C 530
modified to be preceded by a preamble 526 and synchroniza-
tion data 527, and to be followed by a postamble (not shown).
Referring again to FIG. 4, transfer packet formation circuit
480 additionally takes M+N bits of data from the beginning of
the next data fragment and uses them to replace the first M+N
bits of the postamble following the current data fragment to
yield a modified postamble. In some embodiments of the
present invention, the value of M is programmable, while in
other embodiments the value is fixed. Similarly, in some
embodiments of the present invention, the value of N is pro-
grammable, while in other embodiments the value is fixed. In
one particular embodiment of the present invention the value
is M is three (3) and the value of N is three (3). Based upon the
disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize a variety of values that may be used for M and N in
accordance with different embodiments of the present inven-
tion. The combination of adding preamble, synchronization
and modified postamble data to a data fragment results in a
transfer fragment. This process is repeated for a number of
data fragments corresponding to encoded output 432. Each of
the resulting transferred fragments are concatenated one to
another to yield an aggregate output 482. Turning to FIG. 54,
an aggregate output 503 is depicted that includes a number of
transfer fragments (560, 570) that each include a preamble,
synchronization data, a data fragment, and a modified post-
amble. In particular, transter fragment 560 includes preamble
506, synchronization data 507, data fragment A 510, and a
modified postamble 582; and transtfer fragment 570 includes
preamble 516, synchronization data 517, data fragment B
520, and a modified postamble 592. Modified postamble 582
includes the first M bits 513 from data fragment B 520 and the
first N bits 514 from data fragment B 520 replacing the first
M+N bits of postamble 512. Similarly, modified postamble
592 includes the first M bits 523 from data fragment C 530
and the first N bits 524 from data fragment C 530 replacing
the first M+N bits of postamble 522. Aggregate output 503 is
an example of a portion of aggregate output 482.

Referring again to FIG. 4, aggregate output 482 is provided
to a write pre-compensation circuit 450. Write pre-compen-
sation circuit 450 generates a compensated output 452 that is
provided to a data transfer circuit 460. Data transfer circuit
460 may be any circuit capable of providing the received
information to a transfer medium 470 as a data output 462. As
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such, data transfer circuit 460 may be, but is not limited to, a
solid state storage device write circuit, a magnetic storage
device write circuit, or a data transmission circuit.

Data output 462 is received by an analog front end circuit
415 from medium 470 as a read input 472. Analog front end
circuit 415 processes read input 472 to yield a processed
analog signal 417 that is provided to an analog to digital
converter circuit 425. Analog front end circuit 415 may
include, but is not limited to, an analog filter and an amplifier
circuit as are known in the art. Based upon the disclosure
provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
a variety of circuitry that may be included as part of analog
front end circuit 415. Analog to digital converter circuit 425
converts processed analog signal 417 into a corresponding
series of digital samples 427. Analog to digital converter
circuit 425 may be any circuit known in the art that is capable
of producing digital samples corresponding to an analog
input signal. Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one
of'ordinary skill in the art will recognize a variety of analog to
digital converter circuits that may be used in relation to dif-
ferent embodiments of the present invention. Digital samples
427 are provided to an equalizer circuit 435. Equalizer circuit
435 applies an equalization algorithm to digital samples 427
to yield an equalized output 437. In some embodiments of the
present invention, equalizer circuit 435 is a digital finite
impulse response filter circuit as are known in the art.

Equalized output 437 is provided to fragment reassembly
and stitching circuit 445. Fragment reassembly and stitching
circuit 445 is operable to separate the data fragments from the
preamble, synchronization and postamble data. Then
replaces the first M-bits of each data fragment with the first
M-bits of the preceding postamble. As the first M+N bits of
the preceding postamble are the first M+N bits of the data
fragment prior to transfer, this results in substantially the
same M+N bits at the beginning of each data fragment, and
provides a continuous transition between the last bits of the
preceding data fragment and the first M-bits of the current
data fragment, and a reasonably continuous transition
between the first M-bits of the current data fragment and the
next N-bits of the current data fragment. In addition, fragment
reassembly and stitching circuit 445 adds warm up bits prior
to the first data fragment to allow for adjustment to the tran-
sition to the first part of the data fragment. In some cases,
these warm up bits are the first bit of the first fragment repli-
cated a number of times. The result is a stitched codeword
similar to encoded output 432 plus any noise introduced
during processing and transfer via medium 470. Turning to
FIG. 5e, a stitched codeword 504 is shown that includes warm
up bits 509, data fragment A 510, a modified data fragment B
594, and a modified data fragment C 596. Modified data
fragment B 594 includes the first M-bits 513a of modified
postamble 582 as they exist after processing and transfer
replacing the first M-bits of data fragment B 520 followed by
the next N-bits 5145 of data fragment B 520 as they exist after
processing and transfer. Similarly, modified data fragment C
596 includes the first M-bits 523a of modified postamble 592
as they exist after processing and transfer replacing the first
M-bits of data fragment C 530 followed by the next N-bits
524b of data fragment C 530 as they exist after processing and
transfer. Stitched codeword 504 is an example of a portion of
stitched codeword 447.

FIG. 6, is a block diagram of a data reassembly and stitch-
ing circuit 600 in accordance with one or more embodiments
of'the present invention. Data reassembly and stitching circuit
600 may be used in place of fragment reassembly and stitch-
ing circuit 445. Data reassembly and stitching circuit 600
includes a fragment counter circuit 610 that is incremented as
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each instance of equalized output 437 is received. The result-
ing count value 612 indicates the beginning and end of frag-
ments in equalized output 437. Once the end of a fragment is
indicated by count value 612, fragment counter circuit 610 is
reset to indicate the beginning of the next fragment.

Count value 612 is provided to a stitch overrun circuit 620
that includes M-bits from the postamble of the preceding
fragment to be maintained as the first M-bits of the next data
fragment indicated by count value 612. A resulting stitched
codeword 622 (including the first M-bits of the preceding
postamble replacing the first M-bits of the next data fragment)
is provided to a multi-fragment combining circuit 660. Multi-
fragment combining circuit 660 combines multiple frag-
ments together to yield stitched codeword 447.

Stitched codeword 447 is stored to a data buffer 448 where
it awaits backend processing through a data detecting circuit
455 and a data decoding circuit 465. In particular, a detector
input 449 from data buffer 448 is provided to data detecting
circuit 455. Data detecting circuit 455 may be any circuit
known in the art that is capable of apply a data detection
algorithm to a data set to yield a detected output. As some
examples, data detecting circuit 455 may be, but is not limited
to, a Viterbi algorithm detector circuit or a maximum a pos-
teriori detector circuit as are known in the art. Of note, the
general phrases “Viterbi data detection algorithm” or “Viterbi
algorithm data detector circuit” are used in their broadest
sense to mean any Viterbi detection algorithm or Viterbi algo-
rithm detector circuit or variations thereof including, but not
limited to, bi-direction Viterbi detection algorithm or bi-di-
rection Viterbi algorithm detector circuit. Also, the general
phrases “maximum a posteriori data detection algorithm” or
“maximum a posteriori data detector circuit” are used in their
broadest sense to mean any maximum a posteriori detection
algorithm or detector circuit or variations thereof including,
but not limited to, simplified maximum a posteriori data
detection algorithm and a max-log maximum a posteriori data
detection algorithm, or corresponding detector circuits.
Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize a variety of data detecting
circuits that may be used in relation to different embodiments
of the present invention. Detected output 457 may include
both hard decisions and soft decisions. The terms “hard deci-
sions” and “soft decisions” are used in their broadest sense. In
particular, “hard decisions” are outputs indicating an
expected original input value (e.g., a binary ‘1’ or ‘0’, or a
non-binary digital value), and the “soft decisions™ indicate a
likelihood that corresponding hard decisions are correct.
Based upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize a variety of hard decisions and
soft decisions that may be used in relation to different
embodiments of the present invention.

Detected output 457 is provided to data decoding circuit
465 that applies a data decoding algorithm to the received
inputto yield a decoded output 467. In one particular embodi-
ment of the present invention, data decoding circuit 465 is
operable to apply a low density parity check decoded circuit.
Where decoded output 467 fails to converge (i.e., fails to
reflect the original data), it is provided as a feedback 468 to
data detecting circuit 455 to apply another iteration of the
combination of data detecting circuit 455 and data decoding
circuit 465. Alternatively, where decoded output 467 does
converge (i.e., reflects the original data), it is provided to a
hard decision output circuit 475 that provides the resulting
hard decisions as user read data 477.

Turning to FIG. 7, a flow diagram 700 shows a method in
accordance with some embodiments of the present invention
for fragmenting a data set in preparation for transfer via a
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transfer medium. Following flow diagram 700, a user data set
is received (block 702). An encoding algorithm is applied to
the received user data to yield an encoded data set (block
704). In one particular embodiment of the present invention,
the encoding algorithm is a low density parity check encoding
algorithm as is known in the art. Based upon the disclosure
provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
other encoding algorithms that may be used in relation to
different embodiments of the present invention. The encoded
data set is broken into fragments (block 706). The size of the
fragments may be predefined. FIG. 55 shows a fragmented
data set 501 as an example of the result of block 706. As
shown, fragmented data set 501 includes a data fragment A
510, a data fragment B 520, data fragment C 530, data frag-
ment D 540, and data fragment E 550.

A first fragment from the fragmented data set is selected as
a current fragment (block 708). A synchronization mark and
a preamble are appended to the beginning of the current
fragment to yield a modified fragment (block 710). In addi-
tion, the first M+N bits of the next fragment are used to
replace the first M+N bits of a defined postamble to yield a
modified postamble (block 712). The modified postamble is
then appended to the end of the modified fragment to yield a
transfer fragment (block 714). FIG. 54 shows an example of
such a transfer fragment as transfer fragment 560 that
includes preamble 506, synchronization data 507, data frag-
ment A 510, and a modified postamble 582.

It is then determined whether another fragment remains to
be converted to a transfer fragment (block 716). Where
another fragment remains to be converted (block 716), the
next fragment is selected as the current fragment (block 718).
Then, the processes of blocks 710-718 are repeated for the
next fragment. Alternatively, where no additional fragments
remain to be converted (block 716), all of the recently pre-
pared transfer fragments are aggregated to yield an aggregate
output (block 720). FIG. 54 shows an example of such an
aggregate output as aggregate output 503 that includes a
number of transfer fragments (560, 570) that each include a
preamble, synchronization data, a data fragment, and a modi-
fied postamble. In particular, transfer fragment 560 includes
preamble 506, synchronization data 507, data fragment A
510, and modified postamble 582; and transfer fragment 570
includes preamble 516, synchronization data 517, data frag-
ment B 520, and modified postamble 592. Modified post-
amble 582 includes the first M bits 513 from data fragment B
520 and the first N bits 514 from data fragment B 520 replac-
ing the first M+N bits of postamble 512. Similarly, modified
postamble 592 includes the first M bits 523 from data frag-
ment C 530 and the first N bits 524 from data fragment C 530
replacing the first M+N bits of postamble 522. Aggregate
output 503 is an example of a portion of aggregate output 482.
The value of one or both of M and N may be programmable or
fixed. In one particular embodiment of the present invention
the value is M is three (3) and the value of N is three (3). Based
upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in
the art will recognize a variety of values that may be used for
M and N in accordance with different embodiments of the
present invention.

The aggregated output may be transferred via a medium
(block 722). The medium may be, but is not limited to, a
storage medium, a wireless communication medium, or a
wired communication medium. Such a storage medium may
be, but is not limited to, an optical storage medium, a mag-
netic storage medium, or a solid state storage medium. Based
upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in
the art will recognize different mediums that may be used in
relation to different embodiments of the present invention.
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Turning to FIG. 8, a flow diagram 800 shows a method in
accordance with some embodiments of the present invention
for re-assembling a previously fragmented data set for back-
end processing. Following flow diagram 800, transferred data
is received (block 802). FIG. 54 shows an example of such
transferred data as aggregate output 503 that includes a num-
ber of transfer fragments (560, 570) that each include a pre-
amble, synchronization data, a data fragment, and a modified
postamble. In particular, transfer fragment 560 includes pre-
amble 506, synchronization data 507, data fragment A 510,
and modified postamble 582; and transfer fragment 570
includes preamble 516, synchronization data 517, data frag-
ment B 520, and modified postamble 592. Modified post-
amble 582 includes the first M bits 513 from data fragment B
520 and the first N bits 514 from data fragment B 520 replac-
ing the first M+N bits of postamble 512. Similarly, modified
postamble 592 includes the first M bits 523 from data frag-
ment C 530 and the first N bits 524 from data fragment C 530
replacing the first M+N bits of postamble 522. Aggregate
output 503 is an example of a portion of aggregate output 482.
The value of one or both of M and N may be programmable or
fixed. In one particular embodiment of the present invention
the value is M is three (3) and the value of N is three (3). Based
upon the disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in
the art will recognize a variety of values that may be used for
M and N in accordance with different embodiments of the
present invention.

The preamble and synchronization data is used to synchro-
nize to the received data (block 802). Based upon the finding
of'a preamble followed by the synchronization data the begin-
ning of a fragment can be determined. It is determined
whether the start of a fragment is indicated (block 804).
Where the start of a fragment is indicated (block 804), the
instances of the fragment are counted after the first M-bits
(block 806) plus an additional M-bits (block 808), and the
fragment plus M-bits is stored as a fragment portion (block
810). Doing such results in the first M-bits of the postamble
being included as the first M-bits of the next fragment.

It is determined whether another fragment remains to be
processed (block 812). Where another fragment remains to be
processed (block 812), the processes beginning at block 802
are performed to process the next segment. Alternatively,
where no additional fragments remain to be processed (block
812), all of the fragment portions are assembled into a code-
word (block 814). An example of a portion of such a code-
word is shown in FIG. Se as stitched codeword 504. As
shown, stitched codeword 504 includes warm up bits 509,
data fragment A 510, a modified data fragment B 594, and a
modified data fragment C 596. Modified data fragment B 594
includes the first M-bits 5134 of modified postamble 582 as
they exist after processing and transfer replacing the first
M-bits of data fragment B 520 followed by the next N-bits
5145 of data fragment B 520 as they exist after processing and
transfer. Similarly, modified data fragment C 596 includes the
first M-bits 523a of modified postamble 592 as they exist after
processing and transfer replacing the first M-bits of data
fragment C 530 followed by the next N-bits 5245 of data
fragment C 530 as they exist after processing and transfer.

A data detection algorithm is applied to the codeword to
yield a detected output (block 816). Where available, appli-
cation of the data detection algorithm is guided by a previous
decoded output. The data detection algorithm may be any
data detection algorithm known in the art including, but not
limited to, a Viterbi data detection algorithm or a maximum a
posteriori data detection algorithm. Based upon the disclo-
sure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

recognize a variety of data detection algorithms that may be
used in relation to different embodiments of the present
invention.

A data decoding algorithm is applied to the detected output
to yield a decoded output (block 818). The data decoding
algorithm may be, for example, a low density parity check
decoding algorithm as are known in the art. Based upon the
disclosure provided herein, one of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize a variety of data decoding algorithms that may be
used in relation to different embodiments of the present
invention. It is determined whether application of the data
decoding algorithm converged (block 820). Where the algo-
rithm converged (no errors remain) (block 820), the decoded
output is provided as a data output (block 822). Otherwise,
where the algorithm failed to converge (errors remain) (block
820), it is determined whether another iteration applying the
data detection algorithm and the data decoding algorithm is
desired (block 824). Where another iteration is desired (block
824), the processes of blocks 816-822 are repeated. Alterna-
tively, where no additional iterations are desired (block 824),
an error is indicated (block 826).

It should be noted that the various blocks discussed in the
above application may be implemented in integrated circuits
along with other functionality. Such integrated circuits may
include all of the functions of a given block, system or circuit,
ora subset of the block, system or circuit. Further, elements of
the blocks, systems or circuits may be implemented across
multiple integrated circuits. Such integrated circuits may be
any type of integrated circuit known in the art including, but
are not limited to, a monolithic integrated circuit, a flip chip
integrated circuit, a multichip module integrated circuit, and/
or a mixed signal integrated circuit. It should also be noted
that various functions of the blocks, systems or circuits dis-
cussed herein may be implemented in either software or firm-
ware. In some such cases, the entire system, block or circuit
may be implemented using its software or firmware equiva-
lent. In other cases, the one part of a given system, block or
circuit may be implemented in software or firmware, while
other parts are implemented in hardware.

In conclusion, the invention provides novel systems,
devices, methods and arrangements for data processing.
While detailed descriptions of one or more embodiments of
the invention have been given above, various alternatives,
modifications, and equivalents will be apparent to those
skilled in the art without varying from the spirit of the inven-
tion. Therefore, the above description should not be taken as
limiting the scope of the invention, which is defined by the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A hard disk drive, the hard disk drive comprising:

a disk platter;

a data write circuit including:

a fragmenting circuit operable to separate a data set into
at least a first fragment and a second fragment;
a transfer packet formation circuit operable to:
append identification information to the front of the
first fragment, and at least a first M+N bits of the
second fragment to the end of the first fragment to
yield a first transfer fragment; and
aggregate the first transfer fragment with other trans-
fer fragments to yield an aggregate output; and
a data transfer circuit operable to store the aggregate
output to the disk platter as a stored information;
ahead assembly disposed in relation to the disk platter and
operable to:
sense the stored information on the disk platter to yield
a sensed information;
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provide a signal corresponding to the sensed informa-
tion;

a data reading circuit including:

an analog to digital converter circuit operable to convert
the sensed information to a series of digital samples;
an equalizer circuit operable to equalize the series of
digital samples to yield an equalized output, wherein
the equalized output includes the first fragment of
data and the second fragment of data;
a stitching circuit operable to:
receive the stored information including at least a first
fragment and a second fragment, wherein the first
M-bits of the second fragment are received both as
the first M-bits after the end of the first fragment
and as the first M-bits of the second fragment;
generate a modified second fragment based on the
second fragment from the stored information,
wherein a first M-bits of the second fragment are
derived from a first M-bits after the end of the first
fragment;
aggregate the modified second fragment with other
modified fragments to yield a codeword; and
a data recovery circuit operable to process the codeword
to yield an original data set.

2. The hard disk drive of claim 1, wherein the data recovery
circuit comprises:

a data detector circuit operable to apply a data detection

algorithm to the codeword to yield a detected output; and

a data decoder circuit operable to apply a data decoding

algorithm to a decoder input to yield a decoded output,
wherein the decoder input is derived from the detected
output.

3. The hard disk drive of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
value of M and the value of N is programmable.

4. The hard disk drive of claim 1, wherein the identification
information includes a preamble pattern and synchronization
data.

5. The hard disk drive of claim 1, wherein the system
further comprises: a data encoding circuit operable to apply a
data encoding algorithm to an input to yield the data set.

6. The hard disk drive of claim 5, wherein the data encoding
algorithm is a low density parity check algorithm.

7. A data storage device, the system comprising:

a disk platter;

a data reading circuit including:

an analog to digital converter circuit operable to convert
sensed information derived from the disk platter to a
series of digital samples;

an equalizer circuit operable to equalize the series of
digital samples to yield an equalized output, wherein
the equalized output includes a data set including at
least a first fragment and second fragment;

a stitching circuit operable to:

receive the data set, wherein a first M-bits of the second
fragment are received both as the first M-bits after the
end of'the first fragment and as the first M-bits of the
second fragment;

14

generate a modified second fragment based on the sec-
ond fragment from the data set, wherein the first
M-bits of the second fragment are derived from the
first M-bits after the end of the first fragment;

5 aggregate the modified second fragment with other

modified fragments to yield a codeword; and

a data recovery circuit operable to process the codeword to

yield an original data set.

8. The data storage device of claim 7, wherein the data set
includes a postamble including the first M-bits of the second
fragment at the end of the first fragment, and wherein the data
set includes identification information between the post-
amble and the second fragment.

9. The data storage device of claim 8, wherein the identi-
fication information includes a preamble pattern and synchro-
nization data.

10. The data storage device of claim 7, wherein the value of
M is programmable.

50 11. The data storage device processing system of claim 7,

wherein the data recovery circuit comprises:
a data detector circuit operable to apply a data detection
algorithm to the codeword to yield a detected output; and
a data decoder circuit operable to apply a data decoding
25 algorithm to a decoder input to yield a decoded output,
wherein the decoder input is derived from the detected
output.
12. The data storage device of claim 11, wherein the data
detection algorithm is selected from a group consisting of: a
30 Mmaximum a posteriori data detection algorithm, and a Viterbi
data detection algorithm.
13. The data storage device of claim 11, wherein the data
decoding algorithm is a low density parity check algorithm.
14. A storage device, the system comprising:
35 adisk platter;
a data write circuit including:
a fragmenting circuit operable to separate a data set into
at least a first fragment and a second fragment;
a transfer packet formation circuit operable to:

40 append identification information to the front of the
first fragment, and at least a first M+N bits of the
second fragment to the end of the first fragment to
yield a first transfer fragment; and

aggregate the first transfer fragment with other trans-
45 fer fragments to yield an aggregate output; and
a data transfer circuit operable to store the aggregate
output to the disk platter as a stored information.
15. The storage device of claim 14, wherein at least one of
the value of M and the value of N is programmable.
50 16. The storage device of claim 14, wherein the system
further comprises:
a data encoding circuit operable to apply a data encoding
algorithm to an input to yield the data set.
17.The storage device of claim 14, wherein the data encod-
55 ing algorithm is a low density parity check algorithm.
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